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* Barnes & Noble Fundraiser
for MYP, Thurs., December 10

Save your holiday shopping for the
Barnes & Noble Bookfair beneltting
the Metro Youth Partnership Youth
Activities Scholarship Fund.

Help more kids ignite their spark in
dance, hockey, singing, Tae Kwon Do,
Camp Fire, summer camp, and more by
making your holiday purchases anytime
on Thursday, December 10 at Barnes &
Noble. A percentage of the proceeds of
your café or bookstore purchases will
go to this special fund at MYP.

Bring the coupon on the back of this
newsletter to Barnes & Noble,

1201 42nd St. So., Fargo,

or order online from Dec. 10-15 at
www.bn.com/mybookfair and enter
10054732 at checkout.

Stop by and enjoy the special events we
have planned for youan appearance by
Curious George, a puppet show, Buddy
the Reading Dog, storytime, a Tae Kwon
Do demo, and a travelogue on Egypt.
Have a cup of coffee and order a cheese-
cake to go while you browse the store.

Bring the coupon on the back of this
newsletter with you on December 10"

aThe Mission of thidetro Youth
Partnership is to mobilize the community,
providing training and programs to
connect all citizens with area children and

Have you ever attended an event after which you viewed the world
dilerently? Thea@Say Yes to Youth® breakfast fundraiser was such an event
for me. | listened to Dakotah Rohrich tell us about the pain, hurt and agony
that was so prevalent in her early years. My heart was heavy. Dakotah had
endured so much until

an adult sister came
along side her and

helped to provide a

more stable and loving
environment. As time
passed other adults
invested in her life as

= i [
WEEEE C ! well and the person that
o stood before us that
e e (5 ] morning was a beautiful
23D _ con"dent young woman

with great promise and
plans for the future. What
> if those adults hadn't

' given of themselves?

There were also two well

spoken young people

from Ben Franklin

Middle School that
shared a video showing the interactions the students had with adults on
various projects. As | re#ect on what | saw during that presentation two things
stand out in my mind%Ysmiles and service. The faces of the students and
adults alike were aglow with joy. The projects they were working on provided
a service to others.

Keeper of the Flame award winner Mary Jean Dehne, her
Ben Franklin Middle School students and Barry Nelson

Six weeks have passed since my heart was touched as | withessed the
impact the involvement of an adult can make in the life of a young person. |
continually ask myself, 23How can | involve a young person in my life?°

As the Community Relations Director at The Salvation Army, Fargo it has
been very interesting to see how the Lord is challenging me to put this ‘new

young adults. MYP builds a strong network conviction' into action. When people inquire about volunteer opportunities

of assets-building blocks essential for
healthy development- and so aims to
make the metro arethe best place on

the planet to be a kid?°

Metro Youth Partnership- www.metroyouthpartnership.org

| "nd myself encouraging them to consider inviting a young person to join
them. Whether that activity might be coming to help serve a meal in our
community dining center, deliver Thanksgiving food boxes or ring the bells
during our kettle campaign. Each one of us can make a di'erence in the life of
a young person$
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Over 200 youth and adults converged on Oak Grove Lutheran High School on Septembey;cit tomorrow with Today
23 for Metro Youth Partnership's Youth Summit 2009. It had a simple theme: Light Tomorrow

with Today. Its focus was to solve and learn about

issues that youth face today.

A Planning the Youth
_ a | - o

Summit was a very We held our !rst summit in 2008 and wondered ifit = % o
would be a one and only. But then, Taylor Gess came

valuable experience for yp to me and said they wanted to do another one

me. It helped de\/e|op and would we help. Thus was born the Youth Summit

(o]
my leadership skills, 2009 and maybe a new tradition for MYP,° says Barry

Nelson, Executive Director of Metro Youth Partnership.

make connections The day held di"erent workshop sessions involving expert presenters,
in the community, interactive activities and roundtable discussions about issues concerning

d build lasti teens. While half the students were in these sessions, the other half boarded
an urld lasting buses to participate in a community service project. Those students visited
friendships.O middle school classrooms to give sixth graders a positive role model and do
Taylor Gess leadership activities with them.

Taylor Gess of Fargo South and Phoebe Strom of Fargo North headed the

planning committee and recruited youth representatives from area high

schools to help bring everything together. Adult mentors, Missy Sobolik, Jamie
Zuel, Ashley Keifert, and Rosa Chavez Deleon assisted the youth and MYP sta" in coordinating the event.

aThis was an event planned by youth, for youth. As community asset builders, there is nothing better than being able
to stand alongside young leaders as they practice new skills and grow their own assets. These young leaders gave

lots of time and energy to help other community youth exercise leadership. | was bg
proud and humbled to be a part of their e"orts and to know that this is what Metro
Youth Partnership is all about? said Nelson. @We're still working on making this the
place on the planet to be a kid#°

What did they say?

4] learned to think on my feet.?
4] was really impacted by the story of Homeless John [in Erik Hatch's talk ab
alf one person didn't know what to do, someone else did so it all worked toge

aThe kids loved it. They were very engaged and asked great questions. | sa Y
impressed.’
al will always be a good role model because people look up to you. | was im ssior

because | learned about how many dieerent barriers people face everyday.?
al was impacted by:

Teaching the 6th graders; Barry Nelson and First Lutheran Foundation
The middle schoolers: representative Larry Rittgarn

All the leaders here;

The fact all these people came together for one reason which was to lead.

Thank you to the Summit sponsors: State Bank and Trust, FM Area Chamber of Commerce, First Lutheran Foundation, Moorhead
Student Council, West Fargo Exchange Club, Matrix, Tom and Siri Fiebiger, Bank of the West, Fargo North Student Council, West

Fargo Student Council, and The Soroptomist Club who honored Simone C. Wai. Thank you to the local planning committee: Anna
Andersson of Northern Cass HS, Levi Bachmeier of West Fargo HS, Claire Benson of Moorhead HS, Evan Bong of Fargo South H
Amanda Christianson of Oak Grove Lutheran HS, Taylor Gess of Fargo South HS, Diane Hahn of West Fargo HS, Lauren Lyngstac
Fargo North HS, Anne Slette of Park Christian HS, and Phoebe Strom of Fargo North HS

09/18/2009
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Asset #s 32, 33, and 3%uth develop social Ey F::nee |f<|e|nd|h don't k |
competencies of planning and decision-making, empathy and or toSe Of you Who Cont xnow me, tam

s e : Kleindl, a senior at MSUM majoring in Soc
sensitivity, and a positive identity through a sense of purpose. and an intern at Metro Youth Partnership. |

You'll see them ringing the bell together for the Salvation Army. They're cooking given a g_reat opportu_nity to in_tern here at|
and serving a meal at the Ronald McDonald House. Or, maybe they're playing with | have enjoyed spending my time here.
the children at the YWCA. Wherever it is, they're doing it together as families. | have worked so much with the 40 Develo

aYou can build lifelong habits of caring and compassion when you volunteer Assets Fhat | now include them in other thi
together? says Barry Nelson, executive director of Metro Youth Partnership. 2Families | @m doing. The 40 Developmental Assets

that work side by side to bene!t someone else end up making huge deposits of everyday, bO_th here at work and anywhgre
assets in the lives of their children and in the life of the greater community. Not to the community. | have worked closely with
mention how much fun it is"° writing monthly newsletters to congregatio

them along with simple things that membe

Why should my family volunteer together? do to be asset rich.

-Develop new life skills for you and your children: | have also coordinated Asset Champion T
-Strengthen family bonds of love, service These have been great learning experienc
teamwork; because they have not only allowed me to

S ort and learn about vour diverse more about the assets but also re"ect on ¢
upp utyou are important to have.

‘Learn to have fun together in a meaning You could ask me what assets | think are t
How do | get my family started? important and | would say that | think Asse

Have a family meeting to discuss the id Family Support and #37: Personal Power :

e most important but then wait, | would also
everyone's input before you make a dec to say that #29: Honesty and #2: Positive |

‘Research your community and neighbo Communication are important too and etc.
opportunities based on that input. Let th | would keep going! It is important to know

calls, too, but guide them in what questic s
how to take notes about the conversations; understand how each of these assets is im
for youth to have. If you get a chance, got

‘Decide if you want to raise money for something, help with a one-time #eassety/ant hinkabout the ones you h:
a long-term relationship; child. Do you think it was important? Has i

-Then, discuss your opportunities together and choose something you tBife§ho/pedRliRéoday ?
do and meets your interests, the ages of your children, your time availaplgavaal$e &draédthat you do not have tc
. . a lot of things everyday to be an asset buil
What kinds of things could we do? Simple gestures like smiling or waving at y
-Read to or just visit with a new friend in a nursing home; may not seem like much but you are helpir
become asset rich by doing these but you
empowering the youth in our community.
-Sort donations at a thrift store or food bank; In discussions | have had with Barry Nelsc

-Hand out programs at a local arts event. MYP's Executive Director, | have learned &
A h dvice? importance of keeping the momentum goir

ny other advice keeping asset building projects alive so the
-‘Have fun! Be "exible, but committed. forgotten. It is important to be constantly re

Listen to your family's interests and strengthsBbut be willing to stretch 294t kggping a positive in"uence on yout
what we both as adults and youth can do t

After my internship is done, | will still contir

-Organize meals for a sick neighbor;

-Celebrate and re"ect on what you did.

-Keep on building assets in your family and in your community! an asset builder. The youth are the future
You can contact Sara or Melissa at FirstLink.org for more information o/?RUEASUS Htaeuth in our community will
opportunities. asset rich. | believe that we need to see yc

assets and empower them. | am hopeful tt
Learn about the 40 Developmental Assets at www.metroyouthpartnershpiigdake Quiz®
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Metro Youth Partnership

810 Fourth Avenue South #147
Moorhead, Minnesota 56560
www.metroyouthpartnership.org
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Metro Youth Partnership supporting
Metro Youth Partnership

10% of your purchase today only goes
to support MYP’s
Youth Activities Scholarship Fund

1201 42° Street South hursd
10% of your purchase today only will support Thursday, Dec. 10, 9.am to 11 pm

Metro Youth Partnership’s Youth Activities Scholarship Fund
so more kids can dance, sing, play sports, and fdineir “spark.”

All Day—One Day Only 1201 42" Street South

Thursday, December 10: 9 am-11 pm
Come see Curious George in person from 3-5np.!

Barnes & Noble Fargo

Puppet show by West Fargo High School students 2 pm
Anne and “Buddy the Reading Dog” Live 4 pm
Storytime with Dana Diesel Wallace 4 pm & Doug Hamilton 4:30 pm

Red River Traditional Tae Kwon Do Demo 5 pm

Travel to Egypt in Your Easy Chair- Travelogue with Vicki Schmidt 7 pm

Can't attend our bookfair at Barnes & Noble?

Visit www.bn.com/mybookfair to support us online from 12/10/09 to 12095/
Enter Bookfair ID 10054732on the payment page at checkout

10054732
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